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[¥ 1 were asked to name the pr 
‘ 1 rt it 
there WW I t 
é et w something al 
y | I I ild turn t 
Sr day in t { ot u 
“a st year, W I beheld fro 
+ u ha I { spot as tl 
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Without am ion or ] l ra 
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wting of An in edueatior “ 
number of 1 res t eater ul 
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on the proposed cause w 
thou! that on \ »\ I ! } 
h ich Philadel; 
in Opportul ty i hi ( i 
CcLVi il i” 1 tit i | ) 
passion for trave \ riod 
mountain, the oceat or e\ il ] ( ( 
iryver than ¢ il nta a i 
thousand inhabitant pI li if 
rece ed, the youth happy h i fe V , 
to an end, and new nd un eld w Lo OF 
him with gre r poss sand | 
The necessary pre ns havi col 
the young cadet of se 1 set ou hen 
of May S39, by steamboat uy 1e ¢ , ver to] 
burg, a jurney of three days; then over the Allegl 
Mountains to Harrisburg, and from thet to | 
delphia by railroad, at the rate of twelve mi inh 
which the writer has heard Grant say he then ¢ 
ered very rapid traveling. Tl 1 lingered tive « 
in Philadelphia, v ing the principal | f inte 
and a shorter period New Yo ilso devoted tos 
gy, and then sa up the Hudson in the day 
to West Point, where he presented hi:ms« tot 
tary authorities on the third day « rhe A 
lad grown somewhat trom the ( ( 
two captains to teach them math f Is 
was stillinembryo. Major Richar i i 
rian and of good exec ty, I 
ii ~ ceeded Ma I kK. de Re 
ineer Corp rhe | \cader 
tiv been erected ih | nad OU 
not built until (Wo years late! Llire 
ant’s arrival Joel Poinsett e Seer 
issued an order transferring a I 
vons from Carlisle Barracks, Penns) I 
t tot ch the cadets riding, and duri 
the set int was ollicially d nated a 
Master \uthority was conferred on 
Superintendent to organize the artillery il cu 
arms of the service. The Academy w ll ou 
Congressional criticism The charges that it 
school of art,’ had never produced a1 il 
nd never would,”’ had not then been disproved 
war with Mexico, and the more important Civil 
During the same year, a bill was introduc ( 
to abolish the Military Academy 1 bill which ¢ 
Grant earnestly hoped would pas ut w 
fortunately for the country, failed to becon ila 
On his arrival he signed the official 1 
in the accompanying f simile, Ulysses Hiram ‘ 
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n accordance with the custom « ull cad who 
the Academy. The member of Congress v »COl 
the appointment called n l ke | 8 
(rrani and as he failed to obtain a I at 
error from the authorities, the y¢ ht I 
accepted the new designatio! An ) i 
ot U es H. Grant al ears l t « 
the West Point Hotel I By is « 
dence Henry Wilson of ( isett n i 
President when Grant was our [agistrate 
until his twentieth year, Known J n i 
Ibaith, when he as eu the wil id 
ird so well and wid 
\ few days after entering the } wry 
young cadet i m Ohlow é 1 
1 ie! wil i a ] ist t ! I 
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it never did I feel tl aca) | aia 
eparation as I do no i ¢ 1 t 
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hung over our tire, for at that time they had open fire 
places with unlimited supplies of wood. While the 
turkey was revolving over the brisk fire, footsteps were 
heard in the hall, and Lyon * ran out and regained his 
room, Into our quarters presently entered Lieutenant 
(Girier,4 Deshon and myself standing with our backs to 
the fire to screen the turkey. The Lieutenant looked 
around, saw nothing, although the room was_ filled 
with the savory odor of roast turkey, said ‘Good-night, 
and passed out. I am inclined to believe that this act 
of Kindness on the part of Grier in not reporting us 
added Grant, gleefully, “may possibly have helped to 
secure his promotion during the late war. 

In the office of the Secretary of War at Washington 
may be seen a framed document, entitled ‘‘ Declaration 
against purchasing after certain date of John De Witt, 
Post Sutler,’’ dated 15, April, 1843. It is signed by 
twenty members of the class of that vear. including 


W. H. Van Bokkelen, S. C. French, William B. Frank 





lin, Joseph J. Reynolds, Frederick T. Dent, John J 
Peck, George Deshon, Rufus Ingalls and U. H. Grant, 
which would seem to indicate that the name by which 
he was baptized had not been, at that date, entirely 


abandoned. Of this interesting relic one of the three sur 
viving signers sends the writer the following account 
We were at the date of this document within about 

xty days of graduation, and of course feeling happy. 
It was then customary for the Superintendent to grant 
pern 
the class about to graduate We had some misunder 
tanding with the storekeeper Mr. John De Witt, the 
precise nature of which I do not now recall, but it led 
to the Declaration referred to. This matter was sug 


ested and managed by George Stevens of Vermont, who 


ission to the storekeepers to open an account with 








was drowned while crossing the Rio Grande, near Mata 
moras, May 18, 1846, as second lieutenant of the Second 


Dragoons. It seems that he preserved the original, and 
t was found among his effects that were sent to his 
family after his decease. A few years since It Was given 


to the War Department by a brother of our classmate. 


ihe paper Was passed al vind for signatures when we 
} 


were finishing fortification drawings, which will ex 
plain why many names were made in various colors of 
paint and with ush instead of pen; others were signed 


afterward witl pen or pencil ihe transaction Was 


simpiv atfreak of a set of voungsters who, conscious of 
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his thirty odd classmates. You will observe that it is 
signed U. H., not U.S. Grant. It is proper I should 
add that John De Witt was held in high esteem by us 
all, and that his family are most kindly remembered by 
those who were then cadets for many social courtesies. 
Two of his daughters married army officers. 

The most successful students at the Military Academy 
are not infrequently outstripped in later life by their 
slower and less showy comrades. What was the West 
Point standing of many of our most illustrious soldiers, 
several of whom may safely be included among the 
Great Commanders of our nearly completed century? 
Grant was graduated, as has been already stated, num 
ber twenty-one in a class of thirty-nine; Sherman, 
number six among forty-two graduates; Sheridan. 
number thirty-four in a class of fifty-two; the noble 
Virginian, Thomas, number twelve among forty-two 
classmates: Meade, the hero of Gettysburg, that decisive 
battle of the war, number nineteen in a class of fifty 
six; heroic Hooker, twenty-nine among fifty comrades ; 
Sedgwick, twenty-four in a company of fifty, and gal 
lant Hancock, number eighteen among twenty-five 
graduates. From these examples, that might be in 
definitely extended among the thirty-five hundred 
graduates of the United States Military Academy, it 
will be seen that most of those mentioned, who won 
renown on many a doubtful day, approximated more 
closely to the foot than to the head of their classes, Of 
course it has occasionally happened that the honor men, 
like Halleck and McClellan of the Armies of the North, 
and like the Confederate leaders, Joseph E. Johnston 
and Robert E. Lee, all of the Engineer Corps, attained 
to high command; but more generally fortune has 
favored the less brilliant cadets of the Academy. 

Grant left West Point in June, 1843, as brevet second 
lieutenant in the Fourth United States Infantry; then, 
as afterward to the close of his career, a character 
which, in the words of a friend, “betrayed no trust, 
falsified no word, violated no rights, manifested no 
tyranny, sought no personal aggrandizement, com 
plained of no hardship, displayed no jealousy, oppressed 
no subordinate; but in whatever sphere protected every 
interest, upheld his flag, and was ever known by his 
humanity, sagacity, courage and honor.’’ What more 
can be claimed for any young American? What for the 





greatest of American Commanders? 
: - -~e< — 

THE hop is said to have been imported into England 

from Flanders in the time of the Merry Monarch. 
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